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Professor Roger Reddel is an Australian medical
researcher who originally trained as a medical
oncologist. He is the Executive Director of the
Children's Medical Research Institute (CMRI) and
Lorimer Dods Professor at The University of Sydney.
Reddel is internationally recognized for his work on
the immortality of cancer cells and the role of
telomeres in cancer growth. He discovered Alternative
Lengthening of Telomeres (ALT) and identified a
molecular marker for it. His recent research also
focuses on translating proteomics into the cancer
clinic. He has won several awards for his contributions
to cancer research, including the Ramaciotti Medal for
Excellence in Biomedical Research and the Neil
Hamilton Fairley Medal of the Royal Australasian
College of Physicians. He is an elected member of the
Australian Academy of Science and the Australian
Academy of Health and Medical Sciences.

"Cancer without telomerase"

Dr Wei Yang is a structural biologist specialized in DNA
replication, repair, and recombination. She is a
distinguished investigator at the Laboratory of Molecular
Biology of the U.S. National Institutes of Health and holds
a Ph.D. in Biochemistry and Molecular Biophysics from
Columbia University. Dr Yang's research utilizes various
techniques such as X-ray crystallography, cryo electron
microscopy, enzymology, and biophysics to decipher
the molecular mechanisms of genetic rearrangements
and DNA repair. Among many other contributions, her
work brought to light the mechanism of the MutL
ATPase, of the proofreading function of MutS, and of the
initiation of V(D)J recombination by the RAG1/2 protein
complex. She has also studied DNA polymerase eta,
leading to a better understanding of the genetic skin
disorder xeroderma pigmentosum. Dr Yang was awarded
the Dorothy Crowfoot Hodgkin Award in 2011. She was
also elected at the National Academy of Sciences in
2013 and the American Academy of Arts and Science in
2015.

“Molecular secrets of DNA replication,
recombination and repair”

 


